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“Believe me:  I am in my Father and my Father is in me.  If you can’t believe that, believe what you see – these works.  The person who trusts me will not only 
do what I’m doing but even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I’ve been doing…A loveless world,” 
said Jesus, “is a sightless world.  If anyone loves me, he will carefully keep my word and my Father will love him – we’ll move right into the neighborhood!”  

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.   
We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to finish. 

                                                                                John 14:11-12, John 1:14, The Message  
 

When in doubt, redouble your effort:   

Why trying harder doesn’t work 

Ultimately, we don’t heal, transform, or create ourselves.   

We posture ourselves in ways that allow God  

to heal, transform, and create us. 

Sue Monk Kidd 

 

One of the Pharisees asked him over for a meal. He went to the 

Pharisee's house and sat down at the dinner table. Just then a 

woman of the village, the town harlot, having learned that Jesus 

was a guest in the home of the Pharisee, came with a bottle of 

very expensive perfume and stood at his feet, weeping, raining 

tears on his feet. Letting down her hair, she dried his feet, kissed 

them, and anointed them with the perfume. When the Pharisee 

who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man was 

the prophet I thought he was, he would have known what kind of 

woman this is who is falling all over him." Jesus said to him, 

"Simon, I have something to tell you."  
 
"Oh? Tell me." "Two men were in debt to a banker. One owed five 

hundred silver pieces, the other fifty. Neither of them could pay 

up, and so the banker canceled both debts. Which of the two 

would be more grateful?" Simon answered, "I suppose the one 

who was forgiven the most." "That's right," said Jesus. Then 

turning to the woman, but speaking to Simon, he said, "Do you 

see this woman? I came to your home; you provided no water for 

my feet, but she rained tears on my feet and dried them with her 

hair. You gave me no greeting, but from the time I arrived she 

hasn't quit kissing my feet. You provided nothing for freshening 

up, but she has soothed my feet with perfume. Impressive, isn't 

it? She was forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very 

grateful. If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal." 

Then he spoke to her: "I forgive your sins." That set the dinner 

guests talking behind his back: "Who does he think he is, forgiving 

sins!" He ignored them and said to the woman, "Your faith has 

saved you. Go in peace." Luke 7:36−50, The Message 

 

Pause to Prepare 

“The belief that we must work for God’s approval immediately 

creates two problems.  First, as soon as we begin to work for God’s 

approval, we begin to judge others.  We work hard to get grace, and 

so we feel justified in condemning anyone not working as hard as 

we are working.  Second, working to earn God’s grace usually means 

that we have to hide many unpleasant things about ourselves in 

order to measure up to expectations.”1 

Food for thought 

In the Luke 7 story, Jesus demonstrates love for both the town 

harlot and Simon.  He accepted both right where they were in their 

spiritual journey, and provided each a timely response to light the 

path on which they walked so that they could continue their travels. 

1. Can you think of ways Jesus has been giving you light this week 

so that you too can continue your pilgrimage? 

 

2. Can you think of some ways you could posture yourself in ways 

that will allow God to heal, transform, and create you?   

                                                             
1 Soul Repair, Rebuilding Your Spiritual Life, IVP 2008, p.31. 


