Celebrating Renewal — One messy step at a time

Distorted Spirituality

Our real idea of God may lie buried under the rubbish of
conventional religious notions and may require an intelligent and
vigorous search before it is finally unearthed and exposed for what
itis. Only after an ordeal of painful self-probing are we likely to
discover what we actually believe about God. A. W. Tozer

Assess the Damage

Formal Theology

When Jesus arrived in the villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, "What are people saying about who the Son of Man
is?" They replied, "Some think he is John the Baptizer, some say
Elijah, some Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” He pressed
them, "And how about you? Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter
said, "You're the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God."
Jesus came back, "God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn't
get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in
heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am.
And now I'm going to tell you who you are, really are. You are
Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my
church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates
of hell will be able to keep it out. "And that's not all. You will have
complete and free access to God's kingdom, keys to open any and
every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth

and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in

heaven." °He swore the disciples to secrecy. He made them
promise they would tell no one that he was the Messiah.
Matthew 16:12-20, The Message
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God of our Experience

Meanwhile, the boat was far out to sea when the wind came up
against them and they were battered by the waves. At about four
o'clock in the morning, Jesus came toward them walking on the
water. They were scared out of their wits. "A ghost!" they said,
crying out in terror. But Jesus was quick to comfort them.
"Courage, it's me. Don't be afraid." Peter, suddenly bold, said,
"Master, if it's really you, call me to come to you on the water."
He said, "Come ahead.” Jumping out of the boat, Peter walked on
the water to Jesus. But when he looked down at the waves
churning beneath his feet, he lost his nerve and started to sink. He
cried, "Master, save me!" Jesus didn't hesitate. He reached down
and grabbed his hand. Then he said, "Faint-heart, what got into
you?" Matthew 14:24-21, The Message

The young woman who was the doorkeeper said to Peter, “Aren’t
you one of this man’s disciples?” He said, “No, I’'m not.” John 18:17,
The Message [Peter proceeds to do this two more times!]

Pause to Prepare

Peter ultimately becomes a leader among the disciples and early

foll owers of Jesus. Frankl vy, t he
thinggJ esus restored him. So, what'
Food for thought

1. If we trust God, what might happen? Dream big.

“Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. Ifyou can’t believe that, believe what you see - these works. The person who trusts
me will not only do what I'm doing but even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I've
been doing...A loveless world,” said Jesus, “is a sightless world. If anyone loves me, he will carefully keep my word and my Father will love him
- we’ll move right into the neighborhood!” The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our
own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to finish.

John 14:11-12, John 1:14, The Message



