Celebrating Renewal — One messy step at a time

Finding Our Way Back to God

When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart
pounding, he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him. The son
started his speech: 'Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned
before you; | don't deserve to be called your son ever again.' But the
father wasn't listening. He was calling to the servants, 'Quick. Bring
a clean set of clothes and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. Then get a grain-fed heifer and roast it.
We're going to feast! We're going to have a wonderful time! My son
is here—given up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now
found!" And they began to have a wonderful time. "All this time his
older son was out in the field. When the day's work was done he
came in. As he approached the house, he heard the music and
dancing. Calling over one of the houseboys, he asked what was
going on. He told him, "Your brother came home. Your father has
ordered a feast—barbecued beef!—because he has him home safe
and sound." "The older brother stalked off in an angry sulk and
refused to join in. His father came out and tried to talk to him, but
he wouldn't listen. The son said, 'Look how many years I've stayed
here serving you, never giving you one moment of grief, but have
you ever thrown a party for me and my friends? Then this son of
yours who has thrown away your money on whores shows up and
you go all out with a feast!" "His father said, 'Son, you don't
understand. You're with me all the time, and everything that is mine
is yours—but this is a wonderful time, and we had to celebrate. This
brother of yours was dead, and he's alive! He was lost, and he's
found!"" Luke 15:20-32, The Message
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Accepting God’s “Yes”

The Lord your god is with you, he is might to save. He will take great
delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you
in singing. Zephaniah 3:17

Pause to Prepare

What if much of what we have believed about God is . . . wrong? Or
at a minimum, distorted? Most of us would agree theologically that
God is a God of grace. Many of us have accepted that grace as a
means to salvation. But have we accepted grace as the only way to
experience transformation?
grace for the salvation of our souls, but believed erroneously that
the repair of our souls was a do-it-yourself project.

Food for thought

1. What would change in your life this week if you allowed
yourself to read scripture through the filter of grace?

2. What would change this week if you decided to accept
God’ s ¢gr aaadibdievssthat'hyiedsliZhted with
you?

3. How might you better position yourself so that God can
quiet you with his love and rejoice over you in singing?

“Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. Ifyou can’t believe that, believe what you see - these works. The person who trusts
me will not only do what I'm doing but even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I've
been doing...A loveless world,” said Jesus, “is a sightless world. If anyone loves me, he will carefully keep my word and my Father will love him
- we’ll move right into the neighborhood!” The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our
own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to finish.

John 14:11-12, John 1:14, The Message
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